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CALITZ DORP SUCCULENT FESTIVAL

WINTER HAS FINALLY 
ARRIVED!

THE OLIVES

With the first snowfall settling on the slopes of the 
Swartberg mountains, the long-awaited cold 
weather [cold units], essential for the dormancy of 
our trees, and the preparation of next season’s 
crop of olives, has begun. And, not a moment too 
soon, as we picked the last of this year’s harvest in 
the nick of time. 

As with many aspects of farming, adaptability is key, especially in the face of unpredictable 
challenges like the unusually high temperatures throughout the Western Cape this summer. This, it is 
believed, causes lower oil generation in the olives, resulting in generally lower yields, a problem that 
has impacted the industry throughout the province. Added to this, unseasonal rains in late April and 
May swelled the fruit and interrupted our harvest. But, despite these challenges, our team emerged 
with another vintage of superior quality oils of which we are proud.

Olive connoisseurs from the USA visited De Rustica early in the harvest so that they could be one of 
the first in line to sample our new season’s EVOO. They were suitably impressed, and premium De 
Rustica EVOO is now sold in the USA.

Conventionally lambs are produced in a single annual lambing cycle and are sold via auctions into 
“The Big Agri Supply-chain”. The lambs generally go to feed lots, where their weight is increased 
before entering the national food chain system. 

In contrast De Rustica has the advantage of being able to lamb every two months, as our climate 
enables us to grow pastures in winter as well as summer, and very few of our lambs are lost during 
winter. This advantage has allowed us to evolve a sustainable, pasture-fed production of lambs 
throughout the year.

Our lambs live their lives as they would in nature, grazing with their mothers in flocks and moving from 
one pasture to the next, so that they grow up naturally healthy and have no need for hormones or 
anti-biotics. In addition, generation after generation of our lambs are born and raised in a bio-secure 
environment, meaning that the mother and grandmother of each lamb was also born on De Rustica. 
We do, however, target top genetics in our rams, which is an expensive exercise! 

Furthermore, De Rustica recently built and registered its own abattoir. We identified talent in our 
existing personnel and provided them with the necessary training. After two evaluations by 
‘important people in white coats’, they were awarded certificates. And now we are proud to be able 
to offer the finest quality humanely raised and farm processed Klein Karoo lamb in a conveniently 
pre-cut and vacuum-packed Half-Lamb-in-a-Box, to our Farm shop customers.

The next step was to supply lamb carcasses to select butcheries. Impala Butchery in Johannesburg 
has long been renowned for the quality of its meat. After sampling and testing our lamb, the owner 
visited De Rustica to inspect our facilities and see for himself how our animals are raised.

During the month of April, De Rustica had 117mm of rain compared with a 13-year average of 35mm. 
May started with15mm of rain, and then came the flood when another 148mm fell over a period of 4 
days. This flood was the worst in the history of the area, surpassing even the last major flood in 1996. 
The power of the Nel’s-river was such that it tore through the tar-road between Oudtshoorn and De 
Rust making it impassable for the first time since it was built. Nearby, Mieringspoort was also closed for 
10 days! 

We too, were unable to control the Nels-river which runs the length of the De Rustica valley.
We experienced extensive damage to irrigation pipes, irrigation infrastructure and fences. Since then, 
we have been busy re-building, repairing and improving our water infrastructure. We have made a 
special effort to eliminate any future soil erosion by slowing and channeling flood water with 
extensive rock banks, “Klip-Mannetjies” [gabiens] and other techniques. 

On a brighter note, the good rains and higher water table should produce a good lucerne crop and 
benefit the winter sowings. The farm is a verdant green and all the dams are full. 

De Rust, our next-door little town, was chosen as a finalist by Kyknet on their Town of the Year project. 
It is quite a big achievement given the fact that the prizemoney is R1 000 000 worth of publicity from 
Kyknet and another R1 000 000 from Lottoland. The prize money from will be used to stimulate the 
local economy by developing infrastructure and promoting tourism, thereby uplifting the whole 
community.

The date for voting has not been released yet, but an estimated 200 000 votes are needed for De Rust 
to win and many ideas are floating around on how to encourage people to vote. The winner to be 
announced in August 2024.

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/
QiCqjT8BUQvQPnM4/?mibextid=w8EBqM

DE RUST FINALIST TOWN OF THE YEAR

We are also proud to announce that as of July 2024, our De Rustica pasture fed 
lamb is available in a variety of cuts prepared and packed at Impala Butchery, 
Northcliff, Johannesburg. And, they also stock our Extra Virgin Olive Oils. 

https://impalameat.com/ 
Tel:  011 888 9838 177   |   Beyers Naudé Dr, Northcliff, Randburg, 2115

OUR 
SHEEP-JOURNEY

Our Journey at De Rustica follows the 
beacon of quality and value for our 
clients; characteristics that we believe are 
evident in our oils, and that have enabled 
us to make strides in establishing a market 
for world class Extra Virgin Olive Oil. We 
apply the same quality standards and 
ambitions to our De Rustica Lamb. 

DE RUSTICA HIT 
BY FLOODING 

This flood was the worst in the history 
of the area, surpassing even the last 
major flood in 1996. 

VOTE HERE

1 Oudemuragie Road, De Rust, 6650
www.derustica.co.za | +27 044 241 2177
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